DEEP DISCIPLESHIP

KINGDOM: A guide for parents

KINGDOM

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him,
rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught,
and overflowing with thankfulness.
Colossians 2:6–7
OVERVIEW OF THE KINGDOM ROOT:
Simply put, the kingdom of God is wherever God is King. It’s not a specific place on earth or in heaven. It’s
everywhere God reigns and his subjects honor him as their ruler. When you follow Christ, you acknowledge
him as the Lord of your life. You call him King. At that point you begin living in the kingdom of God. In his
kingdom, human logic doesn’t always compute. The laws of living are different, based on God’s greater
wisdom. Jesus tells us that “the first shall be last, and the last shall be first,” and “riches” are more than just
“money.” In God’s kingdom the least are priceless, peace trumps power, and justice wins in the end.
THE PARENT GUIDE:
We realize that you, as parents, are the primary faith influencers in a young person’s life. The best disciple
making takes place when students’ parents take the lead. That’s why we’ve created this helpful guide for
you to use at home with your child. It is designed to give you some basic information about what is being
taught at church through the Deep Discipleship program, along with some helpful tools, suggestions, and
questions to help you reinforce this learning at home.
MAIN TOPICS COVERED:
1) K
 ingdom Intro Lesson: This lesson introduces and sets the stage for the Kingdom Root. It’s designed
to give students a framework for the next few lessons on what it means to live in the kingdom of God
and how the rules in his kingdom are radically different than the rules of the world.
2) The Last Shall Be First: Why is it better to be last? Students will learn about how, in the kingdom
of God, those who the world calls “last” or “the least” are actually first. Bible Passage: Matthew 19:30–
20:16
3) A
 Kingdom Worth Dying For: What should I do with persecution? Life as a citizen of the kingdom of God is not always safe. When we share our faith and take risks for him, we will face persecution.
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In this lesson, students will be challenged to step out of their comfort zones in faith. Bible Passage: Luke
10:25–37
4) R
 evenge vs. Forgiveness: Why aren’t grudges worth it? In the Bible, God tells us to forgive and
that vengeance belongs to him. Students will wrestle with the idea of forgiving those who hurt them—
even their worst enemies. Bible Passage: Matthew 18:21–35
5) F
 lashy vs. Meek: What’s so bad about showing off? Students are inundated with the message
that they must wear the latest fashions, have the newest phone, drive the best car, and have all the right
friends. But the kingdom of God tells us to be meek and humble. Bible Passage: Luke 18:9–14
QUESTIONS YOU CAN ASK YOUR CHILD:
1) Isn’t it fascinating how the values of the world are so opposite to the values of the kingdom of God? Of
the lessons you studied, which one has been the most challenging to you personally?
2) Who is someone you need to forgive? Is there anyone that you need forgiveness from?
3) Which do you think guides your actions more: God’s will or self-protection? Can you think of a time
when you took a risk for God knowing it might make you uncomfortable?
4) What would it look like if you stopped trying to put yourself first and started making yourself last? What
are some things you can do to put others first and serve those in need?
ACTIVITY YOU CAN DO TOGETHER:
The kingdom of God is everywhere Christ reigns. It can be seen and experienced anywhere his people
follow him as King. Sometimes we fall into the false thinking that God can only be seen in Church, or
wherever it is safe and comfortable. The truth is, we can see God’s kingdom anywhere, even in the harshest places. Take a walk or a drive through a “rough part of town” and point out all the ways you see God’s
kingdom there. This activity will stretch your child’s thinking about who God is and how we can see and
experience him anywhere.
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